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REQUIREMENTS FOR PH.D.IN SPANISH, ITALIAN OR PORTUGUESE LINGUISTICS 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED STUDY IN SLATE 

(Second Language Acquisition and Teacher Education) 

Students who are interested in pursuing the Certificate of Advanced Study in SLATE should consult the SLATE website (http://www.slate.uiuc.edu) for the latest information regarding requirements.

Entrance Requirements

Students pursuing the SLATE certificate in the Department of Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese, are expected to have the equivalent of a Master's Degree in formal or applied linguistics with appropriate Master's level coursework in the following areas:


1.  Syntax (in the language of specialization)


2.  Phonology (in the language of specialization)


3.  Morphology (in the language of specialization)


4.  Historical linguistics or dialectology (in the language of specialization)


5.  Introduction to Linguistic Analysis (e.g., LING 400 or equivalent)


6.  Introduction to Second Language Acquisition Theory and Research (e.g., equivalent of SIP 489 or SIP 580)


7.  Introduction to Psycholinguistics (e.g., LING 425)


The Department recognizes that not all institutions offer courses in these areas at the Master's level.  Therefore, students may be admitted to the program with deficiencies and may have to complete coursework in the areas listed above before beginning Ph.D. work that leads to the SLATE certificate.  In such cases, a student will be given one year of financial support beyond current departmental policy in order to successfully complete the degree and the areas of deficiency will be specified in the letter of admission.  The hours of coursework used to satisfy the deficiencies will not apply to the Ph.D. as described below.

Ph.D. Coursework Requirements

If a student has met the entrance requirements, the Ph.D. program with an advanced certificate in SLATE consists of a minimum of 32 hours of coursework to be distributed in the following manner:


a.
four (4) 500-level courses in an area of linguistics related to the language of specialization (i.e., Spanish, Italian, Portuguese) with at least 2 courses taken in the Department of Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese;

b.
seven (7) courses to fulfill the SLATE certificate requirements as described in the SLATE brochure.


Given the nature of the SLATE core requirements, it is highly likely that some of the courses in A may double as courses in B and vice versa.  No matter how the A & B requirements above are met, the student is reminded that a minimum of 32 hours of coursework is mandatory. In some cases, additional coursework may be needed to support the thesis research.  All courses chosen should be approved by the student's major advisor.  Note:  there are no language requirements for students pursuing the Ph.D. with a SLATE certificate.

Preliminary Examination and Proposal Stage


Sections 5.4.1-5.4.4 in this manual outline the regulations and procedures regarding committee formation, selection of exam areas, and scheduling of exams.  The topics of the three written preliminary exams for Linguistics will be specified according to the following structure:


1.
exam on dissertation topic and the specific  linguistic theory to be used in dissertation


2.
exam on general area of linguistics in which dissertation topic falls 


3.
exam on another area of linguistics, not  covered in  exams 1 or 2. 


Once the student has passed all three written exams, she or he proceeds to the preparation and defense of the dissertation proposal. (See section 6.2.1. for more information on the dissertation proposal.)   Immediately following the proposal defense, the committee decides on one of the following outcomes: a) pass (the student is ready to begin writing the dissertation); b) re-examination (the student is not ready to begin writing the dissertation and needs to re-write the proposal and defend it again); 3) failure. 


Successful performance on the dissertation proposal defense marks the end of Stage II and the entry into Stage III of the doctoral program.

Thesis

In terms of topics, the thesis must: 


(1)  relate to the major language of specialization;


(2) examine some aspect of second language acquisition or second language use.


Theses that examine pedagogical issues must be empirical in nature, whether quantitative or qualitative in method, and should be tied to the broader issues of second language acquisition and use in or out of the classroom.  English is the language of writing for the thesis given the interdisciplinary nature of second language research and students are expected to follow APA style throughout the writing stages.  Students who encounter difficulties with expression in English may be asked to have the thesis read and edited before it is seen by the thesis advisor or other committee members. 


Once the thesis proposal is successfully defended (the Oral Exam), the student advances to ABD status and is permitted to pursue the thesis research independently.  However, most students and theses advisors remain in close contact and the advisor must approve the thesis before it is given to the thesis committee for the final defense (also called “Final Examination" by the Graduate College).  


A thesis committee consists minimally of four voting members, three of whom must be members of the Graduate faculty, two of whom must be tenured, and two of whom must be current members of the SIP Graduate faculty.  The chair must be a member of the Graduate faculty.  Detailed information on the paperwork and procedures for completion, defense, and deposit of the dissertation may be found in section 6.3 of this handbook.

Typical Timeline

For the student entering the program with the appropriate M.A. level coursework completed, the following represents a typical timeline for completion of the Ph.D. with a certificate in SLATE.  (For those entering with deficiencies, a first year of preliminary coursework is added to the timeline.)

First year.  The student takes courses, with a minimum of two graduate-level courses the first semester and three graduate-level courses per semester thereafter.  

Second year.  The student continues coursework, but begins narrowing the area or topic for the thesis research.  By the end of the second year, the student will have a solid idea of what aspect of second language acquisition she or he will investigate for the Ph.D. thesis.  By this point, the student has chosen a thesis advisor, who may suggest supporting coursework or additional independent reading, if necessary.

Third year.  During the first semester of the third year, the student will complete all coursework and begin formalizing the thesis research.  The student may take four hours of 599 (thesis research) with his/her thesis advisor in order to draft the thesis proposal.  During the second semester, the student will complete the written preliminary examinations and defend the thesis proposal (the Oral Exam).  At this point, the student enrolls in 599 hours only.
Fourth year.  The student will complete the investigation and write up the final version of the thesis.  A defense of the thesis should take place early enough to ample time for revisions in order to meet Graduate College deadlines for graduation in May.  For those who defend after mid-semester in the spring, there is no guarantee that the thesis can be deposited in the Graduate College by the deadline set for formulation of the May graduation list.  Students may normally defend a thesis up until the last week of classes of the semester, if they are not concerned about getting on the May graduation list. 

Note: Given the nature of faculty schedules, students should be prepared to meet all deadlines during the nine (9) month calendar year.  Under normal circumstances, no Ph.D. exams or dissertation defenses will be administered during the summer months.  Also, normally no Ph.D. exams--written preliminary examinations, the Oral Exam (defense of the dissertation proposal), or the Final Examination (the final defense of the dissertation)--will be scheduled once the fall or spring semester has ended, or during University holidays or vacations.

