ITALIAN  101

Required Materials • Goals & Objectives • Grading Scale • Grade Weighting • Tests & Exams • Communication Score • Writing • Attendance • Homework • Topical Outline • 

 

Owing to the large demand for this course, students who do not attend during the first week of classes may be dropped from it to free space for other students who wish to register.
 

The use of cellular phones is prohibited during class.
 

Any student who believes that s/he has a disability for which an academic accommodation is needed should inform the instructor as soon as possible and contact the Division of Rehabilitation-Education Services (DRES) at http://www.disability.uiuc.edu

 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS

 

    * Avanti!  Beginning Italian- Student Edition with Bind-in Passcode

* Avanti! Beginning Italian: Online Workbook (access can be purchased online at http://books.quia.com)

* Avanti!  DVD (recommended)

    * Oxford Starter Italian Dictionary (recommended)

 

 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

 

Welcome to the study of Italian at the University of Illinois! You are enrolled in one of the most dynamic and innovative language programs in the country. In order to make your language learning experience as successful as possible, we would like to explain the structure of our program.

 

The first year of Italian study is designed to develop your ability to communicate in Italian in everyday, practical situations. A second, and equally important, goal is the acquisition of the skills necessary to read effectively in Italian. The approach is comprehension-based; this means that initially you will be able to understand a great deal more than you can produce in Italian. As your language learning progresses, you will be expected to produce more Italian. The approach is reflected in all classroom activities, tests and exams.

 

In order to help you reach the goals of the program, all instruction will take place in Italian. You will not understand every word that your instructor says. (If you do, please make an appointment to see the Acting Director of Basic Italian, Laura Callegari-Hill. You're in the wrong class!) If you can answer the instructor's questions and do what she/he asks you to do, you're doing just fine. Relax. You are going to make incredible progress.

 

The approach is based on the idea of comprehension first, production next. You will quickly discover that comprehension is not a passive activity; it requires a great deal of mental effort. Listen to your instructor. Watch carefully for facial expressions, gestures, and other clues. Let your instructor know if you don't understand. (We have an excellent staff in Italian, but they are not mind readers. If students nod their heads or stare glassy-eyed, it is sometimes interpreted as boredom. The instructor may speed things up, rather than slow down!) Soon you will begin to express yourself in Italian, primarily to ask questions about what you don't understand. You may want to use one of the useful expressions that are on the inside cover of our textbook.

It is part of the language learning process to request clarification, from the instructor and from other students.

 

Given the nature of the Italian Language Program, the only way to meet the instructional objectives is through your active participation both in and out of class. This is the reason for the heavy weighting of the communication component in the determination of the final grade. Please note that homework is a required part of this course and be sure to read the criteria for the Communication Score.

 

We are happy to welcome you into the Italian Language Program. We wish you an exciting and successful semester.

Buon lavoro e buon divertimento!

 

 

 GRADING SCALE

 

A                91 to 100%

 

B                81 to < 91%

 

C                71 to < 81%

 

D                61 to < 71%

 

F                 < 61%


NOTE: There are no plus or minus grades given in this course. Fractional grades are not 'rounded up.'

 

 

 

 GRADE WEIGHTING

  

On-line Messages (16) (Compass)  
       16%

 

On-line Homework (Quia)   
                   16%

 

Communication      
                                           18%

 

Chapter tests (8 at 5% each)                              40%

 

Oral exams (2 at 5% each)                                 10%

 

 

Grades will be posted throughout the semester in the Compass Gradebook. Any discrepancies in scores must be reported to your instructor before the last day of classes. After that time, the scores will not be modified.

 

 

 

TESTS AND EXAMS

  

There are eight (8) chapter tests; they will be given during regular class time every two weeks.  Their purpose is to assess the progress of your listening comprehension and your mastery of each chapter’s vocabulary and structure points, in order to find out not how much you have memorized, but rather how successfully you can apply what you have learned to new contexts.

 

There are also two (2) oral exams, given respectively in the middle and at the end of the semester during regular class periods; their purpose is to make sure that you have learned effective strategies of communicating in Italian in everyday basic situations.

No make-up oral exams or chapter tests will be offered.  An absence from a chapter test will only be excused in case of documented emergency or participation in official university events, such as team sports, competitions, or  art performance. 

 

COMMUNICATION SCORE

 

18% of your final grade is devoted to communication. Although your attendance is expected, it is not enough to simply "show up" to earn these points. Research has shown that people learn languages best when they are actively engaged in the process.

 

You will receive 0.50 point per day for preparedness (coming to class having completed all assignments scheduled for that day, and ready to participate in classroom activities) and for aural/oral communication; that means, active listening and speaking. Students who are actively listening would be able to readily answer any question about what's going on in class if the instructor were to call on them. Speaking refers, of course, to speaking in Italian.

 

On oral exam days (2) and chapter test days (8), the tests and exams replace the Communication Score for those days.

 

You have 2 points in the Communication Score for use at your discretion in case you miss class for any reason (illness, family emergency, job interviews, personal use, etc.). This is the equivalent of four class sessions. Beyond those four lessons, you will lose the Communication Score for any lesson that you miss, no matter what the reason for the absence. Please be aware that repeated/prolonged absences and/or lack of active participation in class will have a drastic, negative effect on your final grade in this course.

 

Evening classes: because you meet for the equivalent of 2 class sessions each day, you will receive a communication score for each 50-minute period. Likewise, the discretionary points and the late penalty (see below) will apply again at the beginning of the second hour of class.

 

Certain behaviors are unacceptable and will result in a communication score of zero for the day:

 

* arriving 10 minutes or more late for class

* arriving unprepared because of not completing the assigned readings, and therefore unable to fully participate in classroom activities

    * speaking in English (including chatting with friends)
    * not listening while others talk

  * not asking for help in Italian; asking other students to translate or provide  answers

    * failing to complete small group or individual activities

    * ridiculing other students' attempts to use Italian

    * working on assignments for other classes

 

 

 WRITING

 

You must log on in Compass to post messages; topics for the entries will be assigned by the instructor.  Two messages will be devoted to each topic: the first to be posted on either Thursday or Friday, the second on either Monday or Tuesday of the following week. At least one message for each topic will be a response to another student's message.  In your response you might ask questions about what the other student has written, ask for clarification of something you didn't understand, provide answers or express your views on the same topic.  The dates in which messages shall be posted are indicated on this syllabus; if you post messages on other days, you will not receive credit. All entries are to be AT LEAST 75 WORDS LONG and written IN ITALIAN.  

 

On-line conferencing provides you the opportunity to communicate your ideas at your own pace in written Italian. Remember that the messages will be read by your instructor and shared among other members of your class. On-line conferencing is not private. Although your messages will not be corrected, your instructor might write comments, asking you to expand your topic or clarify misunderstandings. The on-line messages will be assigned points on the basis of frequency of entries and the variety of vocabulary and meanings expressed. In order to derive the most benefit from this exercise, it is of utmost importance that entries be made regularly throughout the semester. Again, no late work will be accepted.
 

 The University's Code of Policies and Regulations will be strictly applied in the evaluation of all written assignments, including Compass entries. Such policies define cheating as "use of unauthorized materials, information, study aids, or electronic data", and plagiarism as "representing the words or ideas of another as one's own". The penalties recommended in the Code range from denial of credit for the assignment to a failing grade for the course and even to dismissal from the University.

 

The use of computer or online translation programs is NOT permitted in this course; when detected by the instructor, it will result in a score of ‘0’ for the assignment.

 

 ATTENDANCE

 

The Italian Language Program takes seriously the University's statement on attendance; namely, that students are expected to attend class regularly. To derive the utmost benefit from instruction, daily attendance is essential. No matter what the reason for the absence, failure to attend class always results in missed opportunities to hear and speak Italian. If you are not in class, you will not be able to earn points toward your Communication Score!

 

If you have a chronic, debilitating illness that prevents you from attending class regularly you will need to make an appointment to see the Acting Director of the Italian Language Program, Ms. Callegari-Hill, within the first 10 days of the semester.

 

Note about being late for class: Arriving 10 minutes or more late for class will immediately count as an absence, and the Communication Score will be zero for that day.

 

 

 HOMEWORK

 

The schedule of on-line homework assignments is found on this syllabus.  The exercises are due no later than 11:59 p.m. on the day indicated. You will have up to five attempts to complete an exercise on Quia for credit; your highest score in the first five attempts will be stored. You will not receive credit for exercises submitted more than 5 times or after the deadline. 

Your instructor will assign other (off-line) homework as indicated on this syllabus: namely, to prepare for Strutture lessons, you will be expected to read the explanation of grammar rules on the textbook, and occasionally complete a few introductory exercises, before the topic is further developed in class.   This preliminary work will allow your instructor to focus on practical applications of grammar points, and therefore will make classroom time more efficient and communicative.  Completion of this off-line homework is one of the conditions required for earning Communication points (see Communication Score above).

 

 

 

TOPICAL OUTLINE

 

Weeks 1-2                    Alphabet, Pronunciation, and Greetings 

 

Weeks 3-4                    Describing People, Places, and Things

 

Weeks 5-6                    Daily Activities

 

Weeks 7-8                    Family

 

Weeks 9-10                  Food and Eating

 

Weeks 11-12                Free-Time Activities

 

Weeks 13-14                Clothes

 

Weeks 15-16                Holiday Celebrations

 
