Prof essor: Mariselle Ml éndez
O fice: Foreign Languages #4123
Tel ephone: 244-4090
e-mai | : meendez@uiuc.edu
SPANI SH 442- G1-Spring 2002
O fice Hours: Tuesday: 1:30-2:30 PM
Thur sday: 10: 55-11: 55 AM or by Appoi nt nent

Visualizing Difference in Colonial Spanish America: From Bodily
Representations to the Production of Space

In colonial times the word “inage” referred to figures, representations,
I i keness and appearance. Because i nages were always connected to a space
or to spatial relationships from which they energed, they were
implicitly marked by social and political agendas. Wth the arrival of
the Spaniards to the Americas, Colonial Spanish America became as Serge
Gruzinski suggests in “un fabuloso l|aboratorio de imagenes” in which

i mges represented vehicles of all kind of power and personal
experiences. This graduate seminar will pay attention to the crucial

role that such images played in the conquest and col oni zati on of the so
called “New World.” W will dscuss the manner in which indigenous

groups, Africans, Europeans and other castas pictured and visualized
their existence in the colonial world through witten words or visual
systenms of recording information. W will exam ne how visual inages
offered an account of the practices of negotiation, domination and
resi stance that were involved in the process of the conquest and
col oni zation in Spanish Anerica by becoming an intrinsic part of the
identity construction of the colonial subject. W wll focus on low
space, race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and the colonial body are
del i neated through visual images that ained to convey a nessage nore
accessible to a multilingual society. Exami ning the colonial world as it
was constructed in witten and non-witten texts offer a clear idea of

the manner in which visual imges intersect with political power.
Focusing on engravings, fronti spi eces, dr awi ngs, and nmaps that
acconpani ed many colonial texts as well indigenous visual systens of

recordi ng including codices, and also colonial paintings, we would try
to determine the cultural and political agendas that marked the
inclusion and creation of such inages as a way to convey a Vvisual
message. A part of the course will also be devoted to theoretical
di scussions pertaining to visual culture and colonialism Class will be
conducted in Spani sh.

REQUI REMENTS:

Book/ Article Presentation 15%
Class Participation 20%
Paper proposal including bibliography 15%
(April 11)

Fi nal Paper (May 2) 50%

100%



CLASSROOM POLI CI ES

1. Attendance is expected. Mre than one unexcused absence and your
final class participation grade will be | owered.

2. You should be in class on tine. Recurrent tardiness will affect your
class participation grade. Wien needed, we may have to extend the

sem nar until 5:00 PM This may be necessary during the days in which
students presentations are schedul ed.

3. Class participation is essential. Active participation is expected
every week. It is also very inportant to bring to class the textbooks
that we are using. This will nake easier for you to follow the

di scussi ons.

Short presentations will be given weekly. The goal of these
presentations is to get everybody involved in class. Each individua

wi |l discuss a passage of the text being read in class. You will need to
explain the rel evance of the passage in terns of the issues being

di scussed in class, and also explain why it interests you. You will have
a mexi mum of 5 mnutes to present your point and pose questions to the
cl ass.

4. The final paper should be turned in on Friday May 2 at 1:00 PM In
fairness to all the students in class, late papers (if accepted) wll
suffer a grade penalty. Details about what is expected in the paper wll
be given early in the senester

By Thursday, April 11 you will turn in a three page proposal of your
final paper and a conplete bibliography. Basically, the proposal should
be the introduction of your final paper. Mre specific details will be
given early in the senmester.

5. Acadeni cs codes of honor. Every student is expected to follow the
codes of honor and acadenmic ethics as set forth in the University's
Codes of Policies and Regul ations. Pl ease see: http://ww. ui uc. edu/ adni n-
manual / code/rul e-33. htm. Infraction of these rules will result in

di smissal fromthe course

12. Disabled students should contact the professor at the beginning of
the senester. If you have special needs related with disabilities
pl ease, contact ne and we can discuss it privately.

13. CGRADE SCALE FOR THE COURSE

100- 97% A+ 79.9-77%  C+
96.9-94% A 76.9-74%  C
93.8-90% A 73.9-70% G
89.9-87% B+ 69.9-67% D+
86.9-84% B 66.9-64% D
83.9-80% B 63.9-60% D
59.9-0%%6 F



I . TEXBOOKS REQUI RED:

1. Col6n, Cristoébal. Los cuatros viajes del Almrante. R

2. Gruzinski, Serge. La guerra de l|las inmagenes. De Cristobal Colén a
“Bl ade Runner”.

3. Guaman Poma de Ayal a, Felipe. Nueva Coroénica y Buen Gobierno. R

4. Harley, J.B. Maps and the Col unbi an Encounter

5. McCormak, Sabine. Religion in the Andes. Vision and |nmagination. R

6. Mtchell, WJ. Picture Theory: Essays on Verbal and Vi sua
Representation. R

7. Moreno Mengibar, Andrés (editor). Las Casas, Bartolong. Brevisinm
rel aci 6n de | a destrucci on de las Indias. (This edition only)

8. Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca, Alvar. Naufragios. R

9. Santa Cruz Pachacuti, Juan. Relacio6n de |las Antiguedades deste Reino
de Perd. Centro de Estudi os Regional es Andinos. (This edition only)

10. Tobin, Beth F. Picturing Inperial Power. R

11. Packet of Photocopies (UP CLOSE-714 South Sixth Street)

12. Cruz, sor Juana Inés. “Respuesta a sor Filotea”

13. CLASS WEB PAGE (http//ww.sip.uiuc.edu/ mel endez/spand442) Here you
will find visual material and other inportant links pertaining to our

di scussi on.

* Professor will provide photocopy

R The book has been reserved. Location: Undergraduate Library

1. REFERENCE BOOKS: Johnson, Julie Greer. The Book in the Anericas. R
Lenaghan, Patrick. Defining the Americas. Accounts

and | nages.

ﬁ} | MPORTANT: Later in the semester we will attend a class at the Rare
Book Collection in our Library. It will probably be on a Thursday. The
librarians will introduce us to relevant material (including manuscripts
and first editions) of texts pertaining to the colonial period.

Week #1 January 15-17/]

T- Introduction

Week #2 January 22-24]




T- Mtchell, Picture Theory (pp. 1-165); Barthes, Roland. “Rethoric of
the | mage” (pp. 70-73)%

Week #3 January 29-31j

T- Tobin, Picturing Inperial Power (pp.1l-109, 202-226); Rogoff, Irit “Studying
Visual Culture” (pp.14-26) *

Week #4 February 5-7/|

T- McCormak, Religion in the Andes. Vision and | nmagi nation...(pp3-204)

Week #5 February 12-14]

T- Gruzinski, La guerra de |las imagenes (pp.11-200)

Week #6 February 19-21]

T- Col én, Cristobal (Diario del priner, segundo y tercer viaje); Harley,
Maps and the Col unbi an Encounter (pp.1-60); Images related to Col unmbus and
America in Class WEB PAGE

- PRESENTATI ON: Zanora, Margarita. “Gender and Discovery” in Reading
Col unbus .

Week #/7 February 26-28|

T- Las Casas, Brevisima relacio6n..; “lmgenes de violencia” and “Cani balism” in
Cl ass VEB PAGE;

- PRESENTATI ON: Conl ey, Tom “De Bry's Las Casas” in Anerindian |Imges and the
Legacy of Col unbus.

e rc -

T- Cabeza de Vaca, Naufragios; Selections of the film*“Cabeza de Vaca”

- PRESENTATI ON: Rabasa, José, “Readi ng Cabeza de Vaca, or How W
Perpetuate the Culture of Conquest” in Witing Violence on the Northern
Frontier.

VEek #9 Narch 12-14)

T- Bernal Diaz, Historia verdadera de |a Conqui sta de Nueva Espafa
(Sel eccion) y Lienzo de Tlaxcala fromthe Cbddice Florentino in UP CLOSE
PACKET

- PRESENTATI ON: M gnol o, Walter, “Signs and their Transm ssion: The
Question of the Book in the New Wrld” in Witing Wthout Wrds.
Alternative Literacies in Mesoanerica & the Andes.

Week #10 March 19-21 ( SPRI NG BREAK) |




e rc -

T- Guaman Poma, Nueva Coro6nica y Buen Gobierno (Volunmes 1 and 2); See
al so Guaman Porme’s link in the CLASS WEB PAGE

VEek #12 April 2-4

T- Santa Cruz Pachacuti, Relacion de |as Antigledades deste Reyno de
Perd; “Habitantes del Per0” in the CLASS VWEB PAGE

- PRESENTATI ON: Cummi ns, Tom “Representation in the Sixteenth Century
and the Colonial Image of the Inca” in Witing Wthout Words.
Alternative Literacies in Mesoanerica & the Andes.

VEek #13 April 9-17)

T- Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, “Respuesta a sor Filotea”; Selection from
the film®“Yo |la peor de todas”; Sor Juana’'s Portraits” and the site “The
sor Juana Inés de la Cruz Project” in the CLASS WEB PAGE

- PRESENTATI ON: Har away, Donna. “The Persistence of Vision” (pp.191-198)
in The Visual Culture Reader

VMEek #14 April 16- 18

T- Cuadro de Castas (Casta Painting) in CLASS WEB PAGE, See also the
links: “Casta Painting” and “Casta Paintings” in CLASS WEB PAGE
Judovitz, "Introduction: The Culture of the Body” in The Culture of he
Body (pp.1-12);* Mrzoeff, Nicholas, “Visual Colonialisnm (pp.282-289)
in The Visual Culture Reader*

PRESENTATI ON:  Young, Robert J.C, “Culture and the History of Difference”
in Colonial Desire. Hibridity in Theory, Culture and Race.

VMEek #15 April 23-25)

T- OFFI CE CONSULTATI ON-Devoted to the research paper

Week #16 April 30]

T- OFFI CE CONSULTATI ON- Devoted to the research paper



